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tions with the Pope to obtain the exemption of Pannonia from the claims
of the German bishops of Lorch and Salzburg, and sent an embassy to
Koine to place Hungary under the protection of the Papacy. The latter,
in after years, shewed its gratitude by admitting him to the number of
the saints.

The Pope cordially welcomed the homage laid at his feet, granted to
the king the crown of which we have just spoken, and authorised the
establishment of an archbishopric at Gran, and of any bishoprics which
the king might wish to set up. Thus Hungary achieved ecclesiastical
independence of Germany. He bestowed on the king, in addition, the
privilege of having the cross carried before him, as a symbol of the
apostolic power with which he was invested.

On 15 August 1000, Stephen was crowned at Gran with the crown which
the supreme pontiff had sent to him. In this connexion we may mention
a detail which deserves notice. The crown which is still shewn to-day,
and which bears the name of St Stephen, is not the crown sent by the
Pope. It is a Byzantine work, the gift of the Byzantine Emperor Michael
Ducas, who reigned from 1071 to 1078.

Stephen was the first organiser of political life in the kingdom. The
kingdom was completely unified and was not divided up into appanages.
Latin was the language at once of the Church and of the administration.
The king, the supreme overlord, was surrounded by a body which the
authorities call sometimes regalis senahis, sometimes regale or commune
concilium. From the political point of view the country was divided into
counties under counts (foispari). This word is derived from the Slavonic
(zupan\ as are many other words in the language of politics and admini-
stration. We need only cite the word udvornik, which designates the
intermediate class between noble and serf (from dvor, a court or dwelling-
place). The same word supplied the name of the chief official of the
kingdom, analogous to the Anglo-Norman justiciar, the count-palatine,
vice-president of the royal court (nador, Slavonic na dvor). Christian
customs in these primitive times were in certain respects in accord with
the barbarous system of ancient days. The loss of a limb by violence
was compensated by the loss of a similar limb. It is the application of
the old biblical precept; an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. All free-
men served in the army. To muster all the warriors, it was enough to
send a blood-stained sword through every county.

Stephen had drawn up for his son Emeric a book of instructions,
some of which are very remarkable. He notes that Hungary is not in-
habited solely by Magyars, but also by " strangers," ^ospzfcw. "Be kindly
towards these strangers," he writes, "for they bring knowledge and light
into thy country. They are the ornaments of the throne. The kingdom
in which a single language and a single set of customs prevail is weak."

From the religious point of view the kingdom was divided into ten
dioceses, dependent on the diocese of Gran. Their sees were Kalocsa,